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DEAR PATRONS: 

This issue closes The RESEARCHES tenth year. 

To have maintained the publication so long, and it the pioneer 
Catholic American Historical Magazine devoted to a study not popular 
nor appealing to the intelligent of the masses, but limited to those of 
higher education or more intense love of the records of the past, is testi- 
mony to the excellence of its contributions to the study of the growth 
of the Church in this country and an evidence ot the rightfulness of the 
confidence we had that shfficient support would be given to our endeav- 
ors to save the documentary evidences of the careers of devoted servants 
of God and of the people, and of the planting and growth of the Church 
in many localities in our land. 

What a glorious year this Columbian year has been for the Church 


in the United States! 
Ours is a God favored land. Here God seems to allow- Man to 


show the divine element of his nature and to prove his capability for Self 


Government. ‘ 
Here the Church is free as no where else has she been to do the very 


work Christ founded her to do—to save the souls of the people. 

» That the ResEarcuHEs has been helpful in making known to Ameri- 
cans a few of the records which illustrate the trials, and the glories also 
of those who established the Church in our land is indeed a satisfaction 
though to do so exactions have come to us which are fitly compensatory 
of the lives of those whose sacrifices The RESEARCHES has been the res 


corder of. ES 
Patrons are urged to mike prompt renewals of subscriptions for 1894, 


Martin I. J. GrirFin. 
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OHIO MISSION. 


Some account of the progress of the Catholic Religion in t':e Western 
States of North America, will, it is presumed, prove highly interesting to 
the Catholics of these kingdoms. It has been frequently observed, ‘‘that 
when a people have rejected the religion transmitted to them from their 
forefathers, and willfu!ly embraced an erroneous doctrine, that they have 
been abandoned to themselves, and other labourers have been called into 
the vineyard, who will serve their God more faithfully.”” This remark has 
been versified by the propagation of heresy and infidelity in Europe, and 
the rapid diffusion of religious knowledge over the wide extent of America, 
North and South. In North America particularly the prospect is most 
gratifying: Churches and Chapels are being built in every direction. 
From the respect paid to the Missionaries, from the joy expressed on their 
arrival; in fine, from the zeal and piety of the numerous converts, there is 
every reason to conclude that the United States, in the course of a few 
years, will form a most flourishing portion of the Catholic Church. We 
feel confident, that the information we have received is sufficiently impor- 


tant to claim the attention of every Catholic Reader; and we trust that a 
concise detail of the manner in which the inhabitants of Ohio received the 


first Missionary that entered their province, will form a subject entertain- 
ng to the curious, and gratify to the pious. 
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The State of Ohio is situated oetween the 38th and 42nd degrees of 
north latitude. In form it is nearly square. When this country, about 35 
years ago, was sold to the Government of the United States, the Indians 
had the prudence to reserve a portion of 12,000 acres, to raise, at some 
future period, the necessary supplies for the education of their tribes. 

It is the opinion of many, that the Ohio, in the course of afew years, 
will become one of the fairest provinces of the Union. ‘The population 
in 1800 was computed at 45,000 souls; in 1823 it had increased to the num- 
ber of 600,000. This rapid increase is partly owing to a preference given 
to this country by European Emigrants. It certainly possesses every ad- 
vantage to deserve that preference, and presents a most desirable field to 
excite the industry and perseverance of the’ settler. Another cause has 
been assigned for the growing prosperity of this State. When the Ohio 
wa3 received into the Union, it was solemnly stipulated that slavery should 
never be tolerated, The good effects of this precaution have been ackaowl- 
edged by every person who has visited the country. Every man of common 
feeling, who has witaessed the misery of the slave States, will hasten with 
a joyful heart into the land of freedom. It is blessed with a temperate cli- 
mate, and is well watered by several navigable rivers, particularly by the 
wide and deep Ohio, a clear and sanded stream, which, from the beauty of — 
its varied scenery, has been usually styled by the French La Belle Riviere. 

The State of the Ohio owes its knowledge of the truth to the indefati- 
gable labours of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Edward Fenwick, a descendant of the 
ancient family of the Fenwicks, originally of Feawick Tower, in the Coun- 
ty of Northumberland. He isa nativ2 of Maryland. In 1784, he entered 
the College of the English Dominicans at Bornheim, near Antwerp. He 
was there ordained and professed. During the memorable period of the 
French revolution, he experienced a succession of troubles, dangers, and 
privations, and owed his life on several occasions to the hand of a protect- 
ing Providence. At length he found a refuge in England, the only coun- 
try which had the generosity to receive and welcome all who had suffered 
for their fidelity to their God, or their allegiance to their King. In 1804 
he obtained leave from the Superior of his Order, to execute the design he 
had ever cherished, of returning to America, and devoting his life to the 
conversion of his countrymen. -He spent two years in Maryland to this 
effect. In 1806 the late Dr. Carroll, Archbishop of Baltimore, sent him 








148 AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


into Kentucky, where he exercised the ministry of a Parish Priest, and 
founded a Convent of his Order, in which 11 priests have been educated to 
supply the American Mission; and also a Convent of Nuns, now 15 in num- 
ber, with a flourishing School. His zeal at length prompted him, in 1810, 
to carry the light of the Gospel to the sequestered inhabitants of the Ohio, 
a country into which no Missionary before had penetrated. He found only 
three Catholic families, composed of about 20 persons. They were of Ger- 
man extraction. Ten years had elapsed since they had seen a Priest. At 
first they seemed inclined to question the veracity of his statement, and it 
was not without considerable difficulty that he convinced them of his min- 
istry. Having, however, at last succeeded, they welcomed him 4s an ange} 
sent from heaven into their wilderness, to give them the consolations of 
religion. The old man at whose house he stopped, sent for his children 
and his grand-children, told them that a Priest had arrived, and ordered 
them to go to their prayers. They instantly obeyed, went that evening to 
confession, and next morning received the holy communion. This patri- 
arch of the forest, with the assistance of his children, cleared a portion of 
ground, erected a wooden Chapel, and built a house in the rude style of the 
country for the reception of a Priest. 

Dr. Fenwick established stations over all the province, which he visited 
generally on horseback, three or four times jn the year during the space of 


four years, returning regularly into Kentucky to perform his usual circuit. 
Success has followed him; for God, without whose’ aid all human efforts 


prove of no avail, has blessed his labours: he has now the consolation to 
reflect, that in the State of Ohio alone there are 8,000 Catholics, and 2,000 
civillzed Indians, part of whom profess and practice the Catholic Religion. 
Pope Pius VII, whose memory will long be held in veneration, to 
faciliate the progress of religion, in 1821 erected the See of Cincinnati. The 
Rev. Edward Fenwick was chosen to fill that See. His jurisdiction is not 
confined to the State of Ohio; it extends over Michigan, and that portion 
of the country called the North West. It is intended, when the population 
has sufficiently increased, that the two latter shall form distinct dioceses. 
Dr. Fenwick, during the last two years, has ordained seven priests, 
three of whom assist him in his labours. These three, with four more who 
joined him from Kentucky, compose the whole of his Clergy. It may per- 
haps be unnecessary to observe, that they are by no means sufficient to ad- 
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minister to the wants of their numerous congregations. The Indians are 
not only to be instructed, but also to be civilized; an undertaking that re- 
quires the greatest attention and perseverance. * The Protestants having 
lost all confidence in their own ministers, hasten to the Catholic Mission- 
ari 8, to listen to their doctrine. They meet them on their journies, and 
bring their people to be baptized. They all seem well disposed in favour of 
Catholicity. Itis no uncommon occurrence, to see whole families abjure 
their errors. Dr. Feuwick laments that his clergy are so few in number, 
that they cannot possibly visit the more distant parts of the diocese so fre- 
quently as he could wish; he had also heard with the greatest affliction, 
that some of the Indians, who had been baptized in Canada before their 
emigration, have allowed themselves to be perverted from the faith by itin- 
erant preachers of the Methodist qy Presbyterian persuasions. 

Dr. Fenwick hopes that he shall be able to procure some young and 
zealous Priests, who will have the courage to devote their labours to the 
conversion of the poor Americans. He has made an appeal to the Charity 
of the Faithful. ‘We trust that it will not prove fruitless. He has been 
called to the government of a diocese the poorest in Christendom, and, if 
he can obtain the necessary means, we have every reason to expect that he 
will be able to reconcile thousands to the Catholic Church. 

The beneyolent and pious have now a favourable opportunity to bestow 
their bounty: no portion of the world stands more in need of tneir Charity, 
than the Western States of North America. As soon as circumstances 
will permit, Dr. Fenwick intends to leave us, in order to renew his labours 
in those wild, uncultivated regions. Wealso, sooner or later, must bid 
farewell to ail our present eajoyments and possessions, and take our jour- 
ney to bd 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 

No traveller returns.’’ 
Good works alone will follow us: if destitute of those, we shall find our- 
selves friendless and forlorn. Let us, therefore, do our utmost here, to 
secure there that better portion, that blissful inheritance, which shall not 
be taken from us. 

Dr. Fenwick has kindly favoured us with the following Extracts from 
Letters he has received from the United States, and we trust they will give 

* They amount in number to nearly 20,000, 
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our readers a correct idea of the state of Catholicity in America. 


Extract from a Letter of Rev. Mr, Montgomery, at Cincinnati, to Dr. 
Fenwick Bishop of Cincinnati. 


Your description of churches, state of religion, etc., is interesting to 
us, and must be consoling to one in your situation. What you have seen, 
should stimulate you to labour diligently for your poor uncultivated Dio- 
ces ,¢,at present destitute of every human means to promote the glor of 
God, and the cause of Religion. A few poor broken down Missionaries 
without money, without a home of their own’ or necessaries for the service 
of the Church, are, under God, your feeble dependence. But we will cher- 
ish the hope that your Lordship will leave nothing undone to obviate all 
these difficulties, by procuring able men, and efficient means of support. 
We must say, non nobis Domine sed noine tuo da Gloriam, God has 
blessed his own work; the Church of Cincinnati is already much too small 
for the rapidly growing congregation. We have many and respectable 
converts, whose zeal and fervour in the service of God 1s consoling to us, 
and edifying to all who behold them. I am not able to give you the precise 
number, it far exceeds our most sanguine expectations. Most of the old 
Catholics have been to their duties since you left us. We often see the 
communion rails crowded, which is a source of great edification to specta- 
tors; the church is constantly filled by perrons of every denomination, and 
‘stands the highest in honour and respectability in Cincinnati. Some of the 
others are almost forsaken; the Presbyterian Church is tottering, and if 
your Lordship will only return pretty well supplied with funds I will ven- 
ture to repeat my prediction that it will become the Cathedral of the Cati- 
olic Bishop of Cincinnati. We should have many more hearers could they 
possibly find accommodation, but the Church is much too small, and we 
have no means of enlarging it. It is open all day on Sundays, and con- 
stantly full at Vespers and evening instruction. The Rev. Mr. Hill is now 
writing to you, and will be able to give you more satisfaction on these 
points; his lectures have excited great interest, and have been attended by 
crowded audiences of every class, and have made a deep impression; num- 
bers attend his Mass every morning. There are daily applications for in- 
struction, and to be received into the Church, from every part of the town, 
which allows him but little relaxation. He intends to form a little estab- 
lishment at Bamber’s place, where they are preparing for the reception of 
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the Rev. Mr. U’Leary, who has lately been ordained Priest. Rev. Messrs, 
Young and Martin have met with great success. Mr. Youug from Somer- 
set, made us a visit last Autumn; I[ returned with him, and remained a 
short time; your friends and acquaintances there, as well as here, are in 
good health, and inquire after, and pray for your return. 

Rev. Mr. Richard has been elected and sent as a Delegate from Detroit 
to Congress, and bas taken his seat amongst the members. He made a 
visit since you left to the Northern parts of your Diocese, and gives us an 
interesting, but yet deplorable account of the inhabitants he baptized; and 
married a great number of Indians, but unfortunateiy the Heretical Minis- 
ters are beginning to seduce them, and nothing perhaps can give acheck to 
their proceedings, but able and pious missionaries sent there, and supported 
by foreign donations for that purpose. 

I lately, at the request of Mr. Hill, made a tour to Lebanon, Zenia, 
Springfield, and Piqua, and the country North and West of this place where 
a priest had never been seen before, preached several times at most of these 
places, and made, I trust, a favourable impression. 


From Rev. Mr. Hill, Cincinnati, to Right Rev. Dr. Fenwick, Bishop of 
Cincinnati. 


With regard to spirituals, nothing can be more consoling; there is a 
spirit of piety gaining ground every day, and it is so conspicuous that it has 
brougbt and will bring many into the Church, tho’ some,I regrtt to 
state, are withheld by the opposition of their families. The chnrch is con- 
stantly well attended, aud would be more so if strangers could readily find 
seats. A large church is indispensably necessary; we have had little or no 
sickness since you left. Mr. O’Leary is ordained. [employ him in the 
country missions. The establishment at St. Joseph’s will require to be re- 
newed on your return. Bamber’s settlement has met with a check on 
account of a general sickness there last autumn, which has reduced them 
to great want. I sent out our two Dutch boys, they have put up a house, 
The Church will be finished, I hope, this spring. I have two more good 
subjects to send there with Mr. O’Leary, (he is nephew to the late celebrated 
Father O’Leary), but I am afraid if I send them they will starve, it would 
be impossible for us to support ur clothe them. Iam advised to defer the 
undertaking, and let the land on a clearing lease for some yetrs and send a 
Priest occasionally, by that time the settlement will be stronger and better 
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enabled to help us, at present nothing can be expected from it. In the 
meantime, I don’t know what todo with several young men who have 
offered themselves as brothers. I intend to propose to Bishop Flaget, to 
educate J. Chambers for us; he is a good boy, and hath given every proof 
of his vocation. It has been suggested to us, that it would be more advisa- 
ble to make an establishment of Lay-brothers at Newton, ten niiles from 
Cincinnati, a delightful and fertile situation. I am told we could purchase 
a farm of 100 acres of excellent land for about 900 or 1,000 dollars, which 
would more than support a family. At least, a hundred day scholars could 
be had, whose parents could easily afford to pay their pensions. Mr. Rem- 
macher and O’Leary would suffice for the school and Lay-brothers, all we 
have to spare, might go to market every day, as waggons constantly pass. 
If you could obtain the money it might be applied to advantage, and the 
foundation laid for a College, as well as a Convent; without Lay-brothers 
we shall never be able to have a College, or servants for your Lordship’s 
establishment or seminary. You know how expensive labour is, and wha 
@ worthless set servants are in this State. If you bring subjects with you 
we must place them somewhere where they can be usefully employed. You 
will please to send us some money as soon as you can, for the pews are 
badly paid, the weekly collection only about a dollarand a half. W. Mitchell 
is our cook and factutum; our expenses are as little as possible, the chief 
article is clothing; bring with you as many coats and pantaloons as you can 
get. I was adviséd to go to New Orleans, to collect some money for our 
Church, I am now with Bishop Dubourg, whom I was anxious to see and 
consult. Times are as hard here as elsewhere, I shall not succeed in pay- 
ing my expenses. Patierce. I don’t repent of my journey, as I have pro- 
cured some good books and much useful information. 

Mr, O'Leary made his first missionary excursion of some weeks into 
Indiana with success. He prepared and received into the Church 25 per- 
sons, and baptiz d many children. 


Extract it a Letter of the Rev. Mr. Young; St. Joseph’s, near Somerset. 
Perry, C. 


I visited Canton, and those distant congregations in Ohio, last autumn, 
religion and society are improving in all of them, several new churches are 
now being built, the one at Canton is nearly finished, and also a house ad- 
joining it for a Priest whom you shall think proper to place there. A good 
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brick church has also been erected on Mr. M’Allister’s land five miles from 
New Lisbon. I shall, according to your orders, go next spring to Seneca, 
and visit the Indians, and try what I can do with them, I hope to be able 
to give you a good account. The Methodists. as Iam informed, are mak- 
ing a great noise and stir among these poor helpless creatures; but, I be- 
lieve they tell them many falsehoods for their own temporal interests. I am 
told the greatest part of the Indians will not listen to, or believe them, and 
that many, especially the old people, frequently say: that true preachers 
ought not to have wives, but ought to be dressed in black gowns; probably 
alluding to the Jesuits, whose memory they still cherish. I think we should 
resume the black cassock to appear in among them as well as to wear at 
home. 

Second Letter from Rev. Mr. Hill. 

The congregation goes on exceedingly well. I gave prayers and a long 
instruction every evening ia Holy Week. The result was sixty communi- 
cants on Easter Sunday. On my arrival here, 12 months before, there were 
only five. The whole, or the greater part of the congregation attended 
regularly. About a hundred have been at their Easter duties, and many 
more are preparing to be received into the Church. We had High Mass on 
Easter Sunday. The Church was crowded inside and out. There were a 
number of Methodists present; I understand great impression was made, 
and much to be expected from that Sect, especially when there will be a 
larger Church. We have many converts to our doctrine, though attempted 
to be withheld by the interposition of friends, etc. I think it is prudent to 
give them time, and not to hurry them till they appear proof against. ridi- 
cule and worldly motives. God will have his elect athis own time. The 
Protestants should hear good sermons, and: witness edifying disinterested 
conduct, Every word then produces its effect. I thank God there is a 
- growing spirit of piety amongst the congregation, which will console you 
as it does me for all our labours and privations. A great many attend Mass 
every morning, at half-past six, when I read one of Bishop Challoner’s 
Meditations. The Rosary is said, I believe, every evening in almost every 
family. Knowing their fervent dispositions I forbid meat on the Mondays 
during Lent. It was observed without difficulty, and produced no other 
effect than a good natured smile. I think next year they might be brought 
to the full observance of Lent, as prescribed by the Church. I am sure 
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the greater part would do it willingly, as many literally did of their own 
accord. I must close this subject, or it would fill my letter, the heart 
speaks so readily of what it loves, and truly they are very dear to me. 

T will now mention what I know will give you great pleasure. I went 
to Newton, aud held a meeting in the open air, (the example of many mis- 
ionaries, in the early days of the Church, giving me a warrant for so doing) 
I preached to them for hours, until I had no longer strength to proceed; 
there were about 100 present, most ignorant and prejudiced against us, con- 
sisting of Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians. By the blessing of God, 
I made great impression upon them. The opinions of all, except a few 
obstinate ones, are quite changed. They have sent for me to pay them 
another visit, and I hope at your return you will find a Church built there. 

Our lectures are crowded at an early hour by the chief people in the 
town, all the ministers have attended except Mr. Root. They do not at- 
tempt to reply. It is agreed amongst the better informed, that the argu- 
ments in favour of the Catholic faith are unanswerable. I have finished 
the subject of the Infallibility of the Church, the Pope’s Supremacy, and 
the Real Presence. The minds of the candid part are satisfied. 

I have had a proposal made to me of accepting » large tract of land in 
the Texas, for the purpose of forming a colony of English and Irish Catho- 
lics, I expect soon to have the plan sent to me in form, when I will for- 
ward it to you. 


From the Rev. Gabriel Richards, Member of Congress. 

As Mr. Perry, the Council General from France, and Mr. Brown, our 
Minister to the French Government, are going to Europe, 1 take the oppor- 
tunity of sending you another letter. I will not repeat the long details my 
last contained; I will content myself with telling you, that I have presented 
petitions to the President from the Indians, of which copies have been for- 
warded to you, and to the General of the Jesuits. The President, and Mr. 
Calhoun, the Secretary of the War Department, -have expressed their will- 
ingness to aid in a particular manner those who will undertake the difficult 


task of civilizing and Christianizing the Indians. 
I have enclosed to you two circular letters, which Mr. Calhoun gave 


me, expressly to send them to you. The laws allow the President to spend 
yearly 10,000 dollars for the purpose of aiding the schools that are ur may 
be established for the instruction of young Indians. You will see that the 
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whole is not to be done by Government, a beginning must be made by the 
benevolence of some charitable persons. You will find by the enclosed 
papers, that the Government is disposed to pay two-thirds of the expense of 
the necessary buildings, and Mr, Hamilton, the Clerk under Mr. Calhoun, 
who has all the management of the affairs of the Indians in relation to 
their civilization, has told me, that the President has given, in one instance, 
as much as 2,000 dollars towards the erection of a building estimated at 
3,000. I am almost determined to try one establishment of the kind at the 
River Raisins, either on my own land, or on that of St. Ann’s, which, as. 
you know, has three sections above the French settlement. or else on the 
very Indian reserve of six sections, close by the three of St. Anne’s. The 
French would willingly advance a third, on condition that we admit the 
French and Canadian children into the same Scbool. 

But the main establishment to be made by the Jesuits, must be at the 
Arbre Croché, where there are 1,500 Ottawas Indians, living in a village 
ox the borders of Lake Michigan. They have offered to give the same spot. 
where Father Dujanic lived in 1764. I have caused two affidavits to be 
made at Makinac, to prove the ancient possession or occupation of the Mis- 
sion of St. Ignatius, under the direction of the Jesuits; and whena treaty 
shall be concluded with those Indians, which very likely will be during the 
present session, the Government will give direction to the commissioners t > 
have from one to three sections reserved for the said Mission of St. Igna- 
tius, 

In addition to this, Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of War, told me yester- 
day, in answer to our question, that the Government, besides paying two- 
thirds of the expense for the buildings, will give 20 dollars for every Indian 
child instructed, and for the number of 30, 600 dollars. 

By the treaty of Chicago, made about two years ago, the President is 
authorized to employ 1,500 dollars yearly for the Ottawas, and 1,000 dollars 
yearly to procure for them a blacksmith and sehoolmaster. The same pro- 
visions will be included in every subsequent treaty. 

Under such circumstances, you can bring from Europe three French 
Priests, to live either with me at Detroit, to exercise the holy ministry 
among the white population, or to attend to the Indian school at the river 
Raisins. All that I can require is, that they pay their expenses from 
Europe to Detroit. From New York they can come to Detroit in eight 














156 AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


days, each for less than 30 dollars, and will have fine accommodations all 
the way in the steam-boats, and through the grand canal in the elegant 
newly-built boat; the charges are only three dollars per 100 miles, every- 
thing included, You may send me three French Priests, or two French 
and one American. I can promise that I will cause them to be provided 
for as well, or better than myself. 

At the intended establishment of the Jesuits at the Mission of St. Ig- 
natius, in the neighborhood of and in the isle of Machinac, there are near 
100 families, and 500 or 600 travellers stop there two or three months dur- 
ing the summer to exchange their furs for goods. I believe that the people 
of the island of Machinac may give 500 or 600 dollars towards the support 
of a Priest who would visit them occasionally, especially during two or 
three months in the summer. But the Jesuits going there, ought to be 
provided with many things necessary to make a new establishment. They 
ought to have with them, on their arrival at New York, besides some tools, 
utensils, clothing, books, chalices, etc., a pretty large sum of money, say 
3,000 dollars, If so provided, they may come, in number two Priests, three 
young students or novices, who might teach the young Indians, and three 
lay-brothers, amoug whom one must be a farmer, one a carpeuter and saw- 
yer, aud the other a blacksmith. This last would bea most useful mem- 
ber; he would also come under the provisions of the treaties made with the 
Indians on the subject of teachers and farmers, 

It may perhaps be important to state, that there are at Makinac two 
ladies who would willingly assist in teaching the young Indian girls sewing, 
spinning, netting, reading and writing in French, English, or the Indian 


language which they can speak and read, They caneven sing more than 


50 or 60 spiritual hymns inthe Indian tongue, which contain the most 
necessary part of the Christian Doctrine. 

If the Jesuits (I mean French Jesuits) cannot come, I will be ready to 
go thither myself with Mr. Rigagnon, if you think proper, although I am 
very far from having the sum above mentioned. Therefore do not fail to 
bring Mr, Rigagnon, and two young French Priests, it you possibly can. 





The following regulations, ia addition to those prescribed in the circu- 
jar of the 3d of September, 1819, have been adopted, with the approbation . 
of the President of the United States, to govern the future distribution of 
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the sum appropriated by Congress for the civilization of the Indians, among 
individuals or societies who have established or contemplate establishing 
Schools fer the Education of Indian Children, in conformity to the above 
mentioned circular, and who desire the co-operation of the Government, 

The position selected for the establishment, a plan of the buildings con- 
templated, with an estimate of the costs, to be submitted to the Secretary 
of War to be laid before the President. 

Government will, if it has the means, and approves of the arrangement, 
pay two-thirds of the expense of erecting the necessary buildings. 

No part of the money to be advanced until after the buildings are com- 
menced: and one fourth to be reserved until they:are completed. The pay- 
ment to be made on the certificate of the Agent of Indian affairs, for the 
tribe or nation in which the establishment is located, as to the facts of the 
commencement and completion of the buildings. 

The President of the United States will contribute out of the annual 
appropriation, to each institution which may be approved of by him, a sum 
proportionate to the number of pupils belonging to each, regard being had 
to the necessary expense of the establishment, and the degree of success 
which has attended it. 3 

No advance to be made except for the buildings, till the school is in 
actual operation; of which fact, and the number of pupils belonging to it, 
the certificate of the Superintendent, or person having the principal control 
of the Institution, will be sufficient evidence, 

A report will be annually made for each establishment on the Ist of 
October, of the number and names of teachers and other persons belonging 
to it; the number of students; the number which have completed their 
course, and left tke institution since the first day of Octcber of the preceed- 
ing year; the number entered, the amount of disbursements for the same 
period, and the value and description of property on hand; which report 
will be certified by the Superintendent, or person having the principal con- 
trol of the establishment. 

It is considéred to be the duty of all persons who may be employed, or 
attached to any institution, not only to set a good example of sobriety, in- 
dustry, and honesty, but, as far as practicable, to impress on the minds of 
the Indians the friendly and benevolent views of the Government towards 
them, and the advantage to them in yielding to the policy of the Govern- 
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ment, and co operating with it in such measures as it may deem necessary 
for their civilization and happiness, A contrary course of conduct cannot 
fail to incur the displeasure of the Government, as it is impossible that the 
object which it has in view can be effected, and peace be habitually pre- 
served, if the distrust of the Indians, as to its benevolent views, should be 
excited, 





(Signed) J. C, CALHOUN. 
Department of War, Feb. 29, 1820. 





{Circular. | 
Department of War, Sept. 3, 1819. 


Srr, 

In order to render the sum of ten thousand dollars annually appropri- 
ated at the last session of Congress for the civilization of the Indians, us 
extensively beneficial as possible. the President is of opinion, that it ought 
to be applied in co-operation with the exertions of benevolent associations, 
and individuals who may choose to devote their time and means to effect 
the object contemplated by the act of Congress. But it will be indispensa- 
ble, in order to apply any portion of the sum appropriated in the manner 
proposed, that the plan of education, in addition to reading, writing and 
arithmetic, should, in the instruction of the boys, extend to the practical 
knowledge of the mode of agriculture, and of such of the mechanic arts as 
are suited to the condition of the Indians; and in that of the girls, to spin- 
ning, weaving, and sewing. It is also indispensable that the establishment 
should be fixed within the limits of those Indian nations who border on our 
settlements. Such associations, or individuals, who are already actually 
engaged in educating the Indians, and who may desire the co operation of 
the Government, will report to the Department of War, to be laid before 
the President, the location of the institutions under their superintendance; 
their funds; the number and kind of teachers; the number of youths of 
both sexes; the objects which are actually embraced in their plan of educa- 
tion: and the extent of the aid which they requlre; and such institutions as 
are formed, but have not gone into actual operation, will report the extent 
of their funds; the places at which they intend to make their establish- 
ments; the whole number of youths of both sexes, which they intend to 
educate; the number and kind of teachers tu be employed; the plan of edu- 
cation to be adopted; and the extent of the aid required. 
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This information wil! be necessary to enable the President to determine 
whether the appropriation of Congress ought to be applied in co-operation 
with the institutions which may request it, and to make a just distribution 
ofthe , 


We regret to state, that the rest of this document is lost. Could Dr. 
Fenwick prolong his stay in this country, we feel confident that 1t would 
prove highly beneficial to the interests of his diocese; but letters and com- 
munications from Rome compel him to return to America immediately. He 
will sail from Liverpool on the 10th of next month, He has appointed the 
Rev. Mr. Badin, his Grand-Vicar, to reteive donations, 
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DIVISION XXIII. 


CHURCH AT TRENTON.—INCREASE OF SALARY AND STILL DISCONTENT. 


— BISHOP AGAIN REBUKES THE TRUSTEES.—THEIR REPLY.—THE 
CHURCH A’ TRENTON, LANCASTER AND HUNTINGTON. 

The following letter of Bishop Egan, kindly supplied by John D. 
McUormack, Esq., prior to its publication in his forthcoming History of 
the Church in Trenton, relates to the building of a church in the capital 
of New Jersey. It was sent John B. Sartori, Esq. 

PHILADELPHIA, 7th, Jan. 1813, 
DEAR SIR: 

Immediately on rect. of your letter this morning I called on Mr. Cox 
and acquainted him with its contents, representing to him at the same 
time the advantage that would accure to his property by having a church 
built on his place; he answered it was in consideration of that advantage 
that he gave it so cheap, that he had given orders to his Agent to deliver 
up the plan, and that the bargain was concluded, and I could not break the 
agreement. 

However, though he considered the bargain complete, and that [ could 
not withdraw from it on consideration of the object for which it was de- 
signed he, of his own accord, took off one hundred dollars of the sum stipu- 
lated for, so that the yearly ground rent will be now 21 dollars instead of 
28. And if any more ground should be necessary there may be a clause in 
the deed securing a right of preference for whatever may be wanted. This 
is all I could obtain of him. 

If he insisted on an entire compliance with my contract with him I 
could not by any means on honor or justice break that contract, This is 
all the information which I can give you on this subject. 
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Please to present my best respects to Mis. Sartori and family, and be- 

lieve me to be with respect and esteem, 
Your Friend and Servant, 
MICHAEL, Bishop of Philada, 

During 1813 the church was built. When ready for dedication Bishop 
Egan was notified. But on February 22nd, 1814, he wrote Mr. Sartori, 
**From the multiplicity of business in Lent time and from an unexpected 
encumbrance thrown on my arms by the Orphans’ Society of St. Joseph in 
whose behalf a grand Oratorio is to be performed the first or second week 
after Easter, it cannot be in my power to indulge my own wishes or to 
second yours until after that period.’? (Letter in possession of Peter A. 
Hargous grandson of Mr. Sartori. Copy supplied by John D. McCormack, 
Historian of the Church in Trenton). 

This ‘‘grand oratorio’? took place at St. Augustine’s Church on 13th 
April. John Binns printed ‘The Words of a Grand Selection of Sacred 
Music performed at the Church of St. Augustine in Philadelphia on the 13th of 
April, 1814, in aid of the funds of the Orphan Asylum of Philadelphia. 16 
mo. 19pp. |Sabin Vol. xv, p 54.] 

In February, 1814, Rev. Terence McGirr became a Trustee, though he 
had been assistant to the Bishop since October, 1813, as the baptismal regis- 
ter at Old St. Joseph’s shows. ; 

The Bishop’s information, as early as July, 1813, as to a probable in- 
crease of salary was well founded, as at Trustees’ meeting, Feb. 22, 1814, 
the Report of the Committee on Financial Vondition of the Corporation 
said, under head of “SALARY OF THE CLERGY:” ‘‘The resources of the 
eorporation not being adequate the continuance of the salary paid the 
clergy for the former two years and a half, and the Board not being in pos- 
session of such information as would authorize it to fix upon any permanent 
sum for this object, instituted the present committee for the purpose of ob- 
taining a correct view of the finances of the corporation and voted the 
present sum as a temporary provision until it could be ascertained and a 
measure evidently adopted in reference to the large sum bestowed on the 
Right Rev. Dr, Egan at the close of the term for which the late Trustees 
were elected ani the sums he was known to be in receipt of from other 
sources; to their being at the time but one assistant pastor who was partly 
provided for elsewhere; to the very impoverished condition of the funds 
and to the weighty demands made upon them. it was deemed proper and 
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necessary to insert this exposition of the motives and views of the Board 
under this aspect in order that the calumnies and misrepresentations for 
which it has furnished the pretext may stand refuted upon record.”’ 

The report showed the probable receipts to be $4,215, and that there 
would remain a balance of $1,562 in favor of the Church so an increase 
of the salary to $1,600 was made, to date from January lst, 1814. 

On March 14th, 1814, the Bishop wrote the Archbishop that ‘‘as to 
Rev, Mr. Harding’s succession I consulted the late lawyer Moylan. His 

. opinion was not favorable, I therefore thought it pradent to give it up.” 

On Mareh 20th, Bishop Egan addressed the congregation relative to 
the controversy as we learn from a circular distributed in the church by the 
Trustees on the following Sunday, March 27th: 


TO THE CONGREGATION OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH. 


In an address made to you, from the altar on Sunday last, by the Right 
Rev. Dr. Egan, your attention was called to an appeal made to you, by 
him, from the same place, on the 18th July last, complaining of the altera- 
tion made in the salary of the clergy; in consequence of which, you were 
told, he had borrowed a sum of money from certain individuals of the con- 


gregation; but that as the Board of Trustees could not be prevailed upon 
to sanction thls irregular mode of compensating the pastors for their ser- 
vices, by paying debts so contracted, he did not conceive it just or proper 
to have any farther recourse to such an expedient; adding, that the propo- 
sal lately made, of increasing the salary to $1,600 per annum, was so inade- 
quate to the expenditure of his establishment, that the present assistant 
pastors would not remain with him; and concluded with giving you to 
understand that the object of that discourse was not to excite your indig- 
nation, nor your pity, nor to answer an electioneering purpose, no, no,—it 
was merely to prepare you for such a deplorable event. 

The irreparable loss the congregation would sustain, in being deprived 
of the eloquence, talents, zeal, activity, and disinterested attachment of these 
Rev. gentlemen, is of such magnitude, as to cause all former calamities, of 
a similar nature, to dwindle into insignificance; and renders some explana- 
tion indispensible on the part of those to whom it is attributed. 

When the subscribers succeeded to the trust, they found the income 
of the church was not adequate to the continuance of the salary then paya- 
ble to the clergy; aud they deemed it their duty so to regulate it, as to 
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enable the corporation to fulfill the engagement for which it stood pledged, 
and yet leave the Right Rev, and Rev. Gentlemen of St, Mary's quite as 
well provided for, as the other Catholic clergymen in this city or elsewhere. 
This was violently opposed by the Bishop, who maintained, that we had 
no control over the salary. except by way of addition! and that we had no 
authority whatever to do any thing in the Board which he might not think 
proper to permit! 

That the income of St. Mary’s Church will not afford the sum of $2400 
for the use of the clergy, to whatever hands the management thereof may . 
be committed, is demonstrated by the following facts: in January, 1811, 
the salary was raised $2400 ; and in July following it was found necessary 
to borrow $2500 from Mr. Philip Smith. The late trustees were under the 
necessity of obtaining a loan to the same amount, last year, from Messers 
Girvan and Lentz. Were the present trustees bound to make good that 
salary, they would be obliged to agree to the demand made by the Bishop 
at the last meeting of the Board, and add $1500 more to the debts of the 
corporation! We would ask any candid, rational man how must such a 
system end? And what must such a man’s opinion be of the preposterous 
principle advanced by the Bishop in opposition to the express letter of the 
constitution, and in the face of all the practice that has obtained under it, 
that the trustees have no authority to make the necessary regulations for 
obviating such a result ? ; . 

To satisfy our constituents that the measure adopted, and the one pro- 
posed, would leave the Right Rev. and Rev. Gentlemen of St. Mary’s quite 
as well and better provided for than the other Catholic clergymen in this 
city, or elsewhere that we can learn, we beg leave to call their attention to 
our answer to the former address of the Bishop, dated 25th July last in 
which it is clearly proved that for the year ending in December last, he and 
the clerrgy would be in the receipt of 3400 dollars, if they chose. The only 
item in that account to which an objection was made, was that of the per- 
quisites ; and this was given upon the authority of those who had become 
the peculiar favourites of the Bishop and who, from their long and inti- 
mate acquaintance with the concerns of the church, must be supposed less 
liable to mistake on that subject than others. But supposing the very liberal 
allowance of one third should be made on the score of inaccuracy in this 
particular, it would still leave the sum of 3000 dollars, besides the addition 
of the proceeds from the Rev. Mr. Kenny’s country parish. 
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By the measure proposed, the income of the Bishop and clergy for the 
year ending in December next, would not be less than 2800 dollars, upon 


the same principles, making same allowances on the score of casualties, 
and, would, no doubt, be augmented by the same addition accruing to the 


Rev. Mr. Kenny, viz. 
From St. Mary’s, - - - 1600 dollars 
From Holy Trinity and St. Augustine 400 
Casualties . - - - 800 ° 
2800 

The Rev. Gentleman who officiates in Holy Trinity church receives but 
400 dollars a-year salary. The subscribers have unquestionable authority 
for stating, that the net revenue of St. Augustine’s church, of every des- 
cription, applicable to the support of the Rev. Gentlemen who do duty 
there, is less than 1000 dollars; one of whom, when stationed at New York, 
received but 400 dollars per annum, salary; where the compensation of any 
of the Catholic pastors is as yet but 500 dollars perannum. Yet all these 
gentlemen make out to live, respectably and usefully, without agitating or 
dividing their respective flocks ; or, by fomenting enmity and strife among 
them, for the contemptible object of adding a few dollars more to their 
stipend, hazarding the everlasting welfare of those immortal souls for whose 
safety the Eternal and Most High God shed the last drop of his blood ; 
notwithstanding their means of living are so much more circumscribed than 
those of the Right Rev. and Rev. Gentlemen of St. Mary’s church. 

That the congregation may be convinced the trustees proposed giving 
ALL they possibly could to the clergy the present year, the following re- 
port of the committee appointed to ascertain the annual receipts and expen- 
ditures of the corporation, is submitted to their consideration: upon a pe- 
rusal of which the unreasonableness of the demand made by the Right Rev. 
and Rev. Gentlemen must be as apparent to them as it is to their representa- 
tives. 

JOHN DOYLE, 

HUGH CHRISTY, 

CHRISTOPHER O'CONNOR, 

MICHAEL DORAN, 

HENRY O’NEILL, 

AUGUSTINE FAGAN, 
March 27th, 1815. oe 
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The report showed receipts of $4,215.01, and the expenditures of 


$2,652.61. This left a balance of $1,562.40 in favor of the corporation to 
provide for contingencies, pay off debt and increase salary of tke clergy. So 


the Committee reported in favor of increasing the salary of the clergy to 
$1,600 from January 1st; 1814. As ‘‘the utmost the finances will allow.’’ 

On March 27th, Bishop Egan sent the Archbishop a copy of the above 
“hand bill distributed in the pews by the Trustees on 27th’ saying it wes 
a ‘‘more indecorous handbill than any preceding publication. It contained 
false statements and insidious sarcasm against priests who lend me their 
assistance, : 

The Catholics of Trenton have purchased a lot, erected a church, and 
are incorporated by the legislature of New Jersey. Their deed is not per- 
fected. I have mentioned it to Mr. Sartori and others that the deed should 
be in the name of the Bishop of Philadelphia for the time being, but to be 
held in trust for the congregation of Trenton. I’d be happy you could 
suggest the wording of their deed in a manner that might prevent a recur- 
rence of the coercive measures and disgraceful steps of St. Mary’s Board of 


Managers.”’ 
On March 31st he wrote, ‘‘I have prevailed on Rev. Mr. Byrne, of 


Lancaster to admit Rev. Mr. Gaicia to his house and board. Whatever 
assistance in point of Mass and baptizing he can offer will be but a trifling 
help to Rev. Mr. Byrne. However. Rev. Mr. Byrne’s compliance will 
naturally bring the Most Rev. Dr. Carroll’s mind the urgency of supplying 
the Lancaster establishment out of the Dutch Fund as no Dutch priests 
can be procured.’’ 

Rev. William Smith, Episcopalian minister of Philadelphia, founded 
in 1767, the town of Huntingdon, Pa., which he named after Selina Count- 
ess Huntingdon for her liberal donations to the College of Philadelphia, of 
which he was Provost. He gave to six of the religious denominations 
land for church purposes. . 

On December 10th, 1788, he conveyed to Rev. John Carroll, for five 
shillings, twolots. The annexed letters of Bishop Egan to Archbishop 
Carroll refers to the sale of the lots. The tranfer, however, was not com- 
dleted in Bishop Egan’s life time, as it was not until September 26th, 1815, 
that Archbishop Carroll conveyed to William Orbison. The deed was re- 
corded July 30th, 1818. [Dates supplied by Rev. J. J. McDonald, April 


13th, 1891.) 
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PHILADELPHIA, May 9th, 1814. 
Most Rev. Sir: 

I return you thanks for the Huntingdon cor- 
respondence you were kind to forward me, and shall profit by your reflec- 
tions on the subject. 

If a favorable opportunity offers of sending you the papers in my 
hands, that may be necessary to make out a t conveyance to me of 
said Lots, in order to enable me to give a deed thereof to Mr. W. Orbison, 
I embrace it most willingly. As Miss Nancy Cauffman goes to Emmets- 
burg and return by Baltimore to Philadelphia, the interval of her absence, 
from the time of her handing you my letters until she’ll wait on you com- 
ing back, will afford sufficient time to have the draft perfected and favored 
by the same, our Mutual Friend. 

Should you jadge proper to convey the lots to me, or to make or give a 
deed to Mr. W. Orbison at once, the one or the other is at your option, 
The letters I enclose will throw a full light upon the extent of commission. 
I gave Mr. Dearmond, my agent. 

I Remain Most Rev. Sir, 
with profound respect, 
Your Humble & Obt. Servant, 
Brother in Christ, 
[To Archbishop Carroll]. MICHAEL, Bishop of Philada. 


DIVISION XXIV. 

ANTI-BISHOP TRUSTEES REELECTED 18]4.—BISHOP EGAN’S “‘SITUATION 
DISTRESSING.””—MATHEW CAREY’S APPEAL FOR COMMITTEE OF 
CONFERENCE TO “‘TERMINATE HOSTILITIES. ’?—DEPLORABLE 
SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.—CHURCH LOTS 
AT HUNTINGDON, PA.—BISHOP EGAN’S REGISTER 
OF EVENTS.—FATHER GAREIS, A SPANISH PRIEST 
OF ‘‘NO SERVICE.””—DEATH OF BISHOP 
EGAN.-FUNERAL.--WILL.-VAULT 


FOR REMAINS. 
At the election April 14th, 1814, the same Trustees were elected- 
Fathers Kenny and McGirr were the assistants to the Bishop and with him 
were Trustees under the charter. 
The election scene of 1813 was repeated at the election for Trustees 


April 1814. 
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On April 28th, 1814, Bishop Egan wrote the Archbishop saying: ‘‘My 
situation is becoming more distressing every day.’? He spoke of the perse- 
cuting spirit, and said a protest against the election had been made in the 
presence of a notary by 79 persons who were on the ground and could not 
vote. ‘In addition to all other trials I have to lament the death of a be- 
loved parent. Anxiety on my account I fear accelerated her death,”’ 

On June 22nd, 1814, Bishop Egan wrote Archbishop Carroll saying, 
that ‘*Dr, Gallagher, of Charleston, is in Baltimore and intends Phila- 
delphia—many of my friends are of the opinion that his eminent abilities 
asa preacher, were he stationed in this city, would be the most effective 
means of conciliating the minds of the people and restoring peace and har- 
mony to this disturbed congregation. I would wish to know your senti- 
ments and whether I should endeavor to retain him, Indeed, my situation 
is critical and becoming more painful every day. Messrs. Kenny and 
McGirr are both absent and neither do I know whether they will return. 

There was no Mass in the little chapel this morning as I could not 
ve.ture to celebrate without an assistant priest. And Mr. Hurly’s indis- 
position prevented him from attending. Should he continue indisposed for 
any time I fear we shall have no Mass at St. Mary’s next Sunday, as I can 
have no dependence on the Spanish priest. 

The letter you have the goodness to write to Bishop Young of Limer- 
ick, will, I flatter myself, have the desired effect and remove every obstacle 
which might preveut the arrival of Mr. Regan in this country. Were he 
once here I should consider my difficulties nearly at an end. 

P. S.—I forgot to mention that I have received from Edward Jenkins 
$260, of the German Fund, destined for Rev. Mr. Byrne, of Lancaster. I 
have seen Mr. Hurly—he is better, and will, I hope, say Mass at St. Mary’s 
next Sunday.”’ 

And ‘‘at St. Mary’s’”’ that *‘next Sunday” April 20th, 1814, was dis- 
tributed a circular addressed: : 


TO THE MEMBERS OF ST. MARY’S CONGREGATION. 


Discord has existed in this congregation for nearly two years, to the 
scandal ot its members and the discredit of the church. Its enemies have 
rejoiced—its frieuds have mourned over the events that have occurred. 


History proves that in all divisions and schisms, there are almost al- 
ways errors on both sides. At all events, it requires but little penetration 


om 
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to see, and little candor to acknowledge that this is the case in St. Mary’s. 

It would be difficult to ascertain the exact proportion on either side. 
The enquiry would be useless, were it practicable. It is forborne. 

Interminablie hostility is not made for the limited animal, man. His 
quarrells, how rancorous soever in their origin “and progress, must sooner 
or later subside into suspension of hostility—if not into absolute peace or 
complete harmony, 

A suspension of discord is ‘ta consummation devoutly to be wished.’’ 
There is no mode of effecting this desirable object, that bids so jair to be 
successful, as a negociation by suitable persons. Terminate when the 
hostility may, it must be done in this way at the last. A measure, which 
is highly desirable, and which must be ultimately adopted, ought to be 
adopted withcut delay. 

Reason, common sense, and religion all combine to. urge us to make 
an effort to attain this object. Every year, or month, or day, of angry 
passion converted into the mild spirit of cbarity and forbearance, is a grand 
point gained. 

It is unnecessary to urge how totally opposite the state of things—the 
prevailing temper.of no small portion of the members of the congregation 


on both sides—are to the letter and spirit of the Christian religion. This 
topic is barely glanced at, A thorough discussion might excite painful 
sensations. 


It is therefore proposed that a few members on each side, who have not 
allowed their passions to be deeply excited, should confer in the subject of 
a reconciliation.. It is highly meritorious to make an offering on the altar 
of peace and forgiveness, of rightful claims where no principle is violated 
or abandoned. But the sacrifice for such an object of claims of a doubtful 
character, or unimportant nature is an incumbent duty. Perhaps sacrifices 
of the later description might easily be pointed out on both sides. 

This measure of appointing committees of conferences was proposed at 
an early stage of the contest, by the writer of this address—. It would, 
probably. have preserved the congregation from many painful—many dis- 
graceful scenes. It was rejected with disdain. Who but laments that such 
a measure had not a fair trial? It might have done good. It could not 
possibly have done injury. 

A CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

April J9, 1814. 

The writer was Mathew Carey. 
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Bishop Egan to Archbishop Carroll, May 6, 1814, speaks of ‘‘young Mr. 
Carroll of Queenstown, Md., desiring to take Holy Orders. Pressed for 
priests I am inclined to give him tonsure, minors and subdeaconship, but 
should be happy to have approval of Dr. Carroll.” ‘The Rev. Mr. Byrne, 
of Lancaster, has intimated to me that if the German Fund be extended 
him it would be in his power to receive the Spanish clergyman, otherwise, 
he is too narrow in circumstances to answer his own demands.”’ ‘*The Rev. 
Mr. McGirr is gone to Pittsburg about his offers, I expect him back in be- 
ginning of July.” 

I have not discovered whether young Mr. Carroll was ordained or not. 
If he was he was probably the first and only one in Bishop Egan’s Episco- 
pate judging from the tone of this letter. 

“The Spanish clergyman’’ was Father Gareis. He was not of much 
service if he were not an annoyance to the Bishop. 

Oa May 24th, 1814, John Carrell wrote Archbishop Carroll relative to 
**the deplorable state of St. Mary’s.’? He asked Archbishop Carroll to write 
to Bishop Young to permit Rev. J. Regan, cousin of Bishop Egan, to come 
to Philadelphia and also to use his influence with the Superior of his Order 
to let him come. 

Mr. Carrell mentioned that Rev. Mr. Maguire had gone to Pittsburgh 
and that Bishop Egan has only a Spanish priest with him, and we are often 
without a sermon on Sundays. Dr. Egan’s health and state of his mind 
will not allow him to preach. Our morning servive does not occupy an 
hour, the charch is very thin of people in the morning and almost empty 
in the afternoon when seldom more than six to ten heads of families are 
there by which the youth are Jeft to idleness and immorality and profane 
the Sabbath.”’ 

Thus had Discord in Religion’s name worked havoc in the faith and 
debarred the sowing of its seeds in the minds and hearts of the young. 

BISHOP EGAN AS A RECORDER OF EVENTS. 


June 7th, 1814. 
Most Rev. §1R: 
As I intend to have a register kept of the most important 
occurrence since this District of Philadelphia has been laid out asa Dio- 
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cese, I beg leave to trouble you for information on the following points: 
1st. The year aud date of your address to his Holiness, submitting 
your plan for his consideration. 

2nd. The year and date of the Bulls from Rome confirming the divi- 
sion of the Diocess. 

There is another matter wherein I entreat and beseech your usual kind 
assistance—it is request of the Superior of the Sulpicians that the Rev. Mr. 
Babade be permitted to come on my establishment until Providence shall 
be pleased to send me a Diocesan priest. For the Rev Mr. Gareis is no 
service to me. Would he conform to the appointed bours of celebrating 
Mass—TI should be satisfied, but the confusion that has ensued from the 
whole congregation being disappointed of Mass yesierday (as he would be- 
gin notwithstanding remonstrances three quarters of an hour, or half an 


hour at ieast too soon) is not to be described, particularly in times like the 
present. Moreover Rev. Mr. Kenny’s attendance on the blacks bears heavy 


on his sore leg whilst the unexpected changes made and making by the 


venerable Abbot of La Trappe, deranges his farm business so that [ am 
often obliged to put up with his absence, and with his occasional visits to 
West Chester. 

The Rev. Mr. Babade, whom I write by this same post, being invaria- 


bly fixed (?) with me during the time above specified, if it is possible to 
obtain the favor, would remedy the many difficulties I am destined to en- 


counter, welcome be the adorable will of Heaven. 
I am Most Rev. Dear Sir, 
With the most profound respect. 


On reconsideratiun I think it were more prudent to enclose Rev. Mr, 
Babade’s letter to you, that in case of disappointment there may be no 
rumours afloat. 

MICHAEL, Bishop of Philada. 


‘‘The abbot of La Trappe’’ mentioned in the above and another letter 
was Father Vincent de Paul religious of La Trappe who in August 1812 
arrived in this country (at Boston) to endeavor to establish the Order in 
Country. An account of this effort can be foundin Dr. L, F. Flick’s 
‘**FRENCH TRAPPISTS IN AMERICA.” 

At the time Bishop Egan mentions his presence in Philadelphia prepar- 
ations were being made for the return of all but seven of the Trappists to 
France. Father Vincent de Paul remained to ‘‘arrange our business 
and to recover my strength” as he says in his Memoirs. 
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FATHER VINCENT DE PAUL. 


The letter of Bishop Egan to L’ Abbe Babade dated June 7th, 1814, 
in French tells him he had written Archbishop Carroll to obtain permission 
for his entry into the diocese of Philadelphia. 

To us the above letter does not indicate that Bishop Egan ‘felt that 
his end was not far off,’’ though Death was near as we shallsee. He had 
not yet thought of soon dying as he had not made his will, The letter 
shows his anxiety for an established assistant as he seems to have been 
alone, save by occasion: | visits of Father Kenny or other priests. 

Though Bishop Egan had long been infirm—for Bishop Carroll in 
recommending him to the Holy See in 1807 said ‘He is not in robust 
bealth’’—yet we have seen that as late as June, 1813, he had written his 
brother ‘‘I have never enjoyed better health” still now, in Summer of 1814 
the record of his career finds him ill ‘tunto death.”’ 
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In 1272, the following announcement was found in a copy of the New 
Testament edition of 1790 used by Archbishop Carroll for the reading of 
the Gospel: ‘‘The Right Rev. Dr. Egan; Bishop of Philadelphia, being very 
dangerously ill, is earnestly recommended to the prayer of the congrega- 
tion.’’ (Catholic Mirror’s Sketch of the Hierarchy). 

The next record is the announcement of the Bishop’s death in all the 
Philadelphia papers, Friday, July 22nd, 1814, in the following words: 
Drep.—This morning, the Right Revd. Doctor Michael Eagen, the first 

Roman Catholic Bishop of Philadelphia, in the 53d year of his age. 
His friends are requested to attend his funeral, to-morrow afternoon at 5 
o’clock,”? 

The day Bishop Egan died, Rev. Patrick Kenny wrote Archbishop 


Carroll saying, ‘*That he had been the first victim of Episcopal rights there 
cannot be the Jeast doubt. . . . . forhis end has been permature.”’ 


(Shea, IIT 218). 

To Catholics of to-day the death of a Bishop and his burial at five 
o’clock the next afternoon indicates haste, suggestive of an inquiry as to 
the cause of death. But the custom of the day, and not haste to inter, ac- 
counts for the burial the day after death. It was noted by John Palmer, 
an Englishman who visited Philadelphia in 1818 as a characteristic of the 
Philadelphians, ‘‘they bury their dead very quick, in two days after death 
at farthest * * bells are not tolled at death or funerals,” [ Travels. p. 280]. 


In those days local news was not by newspapers regarded of any special 
account. The city knew what was going on without the need of its being 


published. So in none of the Philadelphia papers is there any mention of | 
the funeral or attending circumstances. Yet we are not left without a 
record showing that full respect was paid the remains of the dead Bishop. 

In ‘*Letters from the South and West, by AUTHUR SINGLETON, Esq., 
Boston, 1824” is a letter dated, Philadelphia, 1814, relating: 

‘*The Roman Catholics have four or five churches in this city, as those 
of St. Augustine, St. Mary’s and other Saints, which form an extreme con- 
trast to the Quakers. A short time ago the Catholics lost a Bishop in this 
city. He was laid in state for some days decorated with his pontificalia, 
tiara and white satin sandals. His face and hands were rouged like a 
waxen figure to represent life shocking counterfeit. Around him all day 
and night burned wax tapers, and stood the priests fanning and perfuming 
the air with incense and chanting Masses for his soul. I thought of the 














174 AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


whited sepulchre. We should remember that for many hundred years we 
were all Roman Cetholics; nor can I ever forget that the great author of 
Telemachus was a Roman Catholic’ pp 14 15. 

This seems to show that on Friday evening the remains of the Bishop 
were brought from Willing’s Alley to St. Mary’s church, and that a proper 
and respectful guard attended during the night. while the Mass on Satur- 
day morning and the recital of The Office for the Dead, and other prayers 
may have taken up the day until the hour of interment—the close of a Sum- 
mer’s day. 

Rev. P. A. Jordan, 8S. J,, in Woodstock Letters, says, Rev. John Grassi 
prepared the Bishop for death, having come to Philadelphia for that pur- 
pose in company with Rev. Clement Garcia, and that the Bishop died in 
room No, 3, of the present pastoral residence of Old St. Joseph’s stretched 
on the floor in a form of a cross before the picture of St. Francis Assissium, 
that Father Grassi celebrated the Mass of Requiem, and that Father Hur- 
ley preached the funeral discourse. Father Grassi also attended Archbishop 
Carroll on his death bed. Hedied December 3d, 1815. 

The will of Bishop Egan was signed on July 6th, 1814, thus showing 
that he had been very ill ten days or more prior to death. 


WILL OF BISHOP EGAN. 


In the Name of God. Amen. I, Michael Egan, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Philadelphia, being by the Divine Will severely affected in body 
but of sound mind and memory, do hereby declare the following to be my 
last will and Testament. 

lst. I desire my Executors to defray my funeral expenses and to 
cause one hundred Masses to be said for the repose of my soul which are to 
be equally distributed among the clergymen of my diocese. 

2d. I desire them to pay all my debts, the principal ore of which, is 
due to Mr. Philip Smith. Two hundred dollars of said debt was incurred 
by me and my then Colleagues, the Rev. J. Rossetter and the Rev. W. V. 
Harold, on account of deficiencies in our salary, arising from and during 
the enlargement of St. Mary’s Church, and was considered by us as a debt 
payable by the Board of Trustees. and if it is not paid by them then my de- 
sire is that it be paid out of my estate. 

3d. I desire that the residue of my estate, real and personal, be dis- 
posed of in such manner as my Executors may deem best, and the proceeds 
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thereof invested in such funds as they may think most conducive to the 
accomplishment of the following purposes, viz: lst. It is my desire that 
my nepbews, Michael Egan and Michael Connery be maintained and edu- 
cated in a suitable manner to qualify them for Holy Orders, and that when- 
ever they may be ordained they shall each receive one moiety of my estate 
and of my books and manuscripts. 

2d. If my said nephews or either of them on arriving at the age of 
seventeen or-at any time previous to their receiving the Sacred Order of 
subdeaconship in the Roman Catholic Church, should decline the ecclesias- 
tical vocation, it is my desire if one of them should continue in his vocation 
as above specified then the whole of my estate shall be applied to his use 
and benefit to the exclusion of the other, but if both of them shall decline 
the Priesthood, it is my desire that my Executors should apply my estate to 
the maintainance of one or more poor children in a suitable manner to 
qualify them for the priesthood of the Roman Catholic Church under the 
same term and condition as above mentioned and he or they shall on 
their ordination be entitled to my books and manuscripts at the discretion 
of my successor in whose hands they shall be deposited for safe keeping 
until disposed of as herein directed. Finally, Ido hereby constitute and 
appoint as Executors of this, my last will and testament, Jno. Carrell and 
Thomas Hurley, Jr., and have signed the same with my hand and seal this 
sixth day of July, in the year of Our Lord. one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen. Declared to be my last will and testament in the presence 


of Michael Hurley and Jsoeph A. Wigmore. 
MICHAEL EGAN. [Seal]. - 


PHILADELPHIA, JULY 25th, 1814. Then personally appeared Michae 
Hurley and Joseph A. Wigmore, the witnesses to the afore going will and 
on their solemn oaths according to law did depose and say that they did see 
and hear Michael Egan the testator in the said will named sign and publish 
and declare the said will as, and for his last will aud testament, and that 
at the dding thereof, he was of sound mind, memory and understanding, 


to the best of their knowledge and belief. 
Coram. Sam. Bryan, Reg. 


Thos Hurley, Jr., one of the Executors sworn on the same day and 
Jno, Carrell, the other executor, sworn the 20th day July, 1814, and Letter 
testamentary granted unto them. 
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Michael Hurley was Father Hurley, pastor of St. Augustine’s. Joseph 
A. Wigmore was the sexton of St. Mary’s. 

Portraits of both witnesses are in the American Catholic Histori- 
cal Society of Philadelphia. 

Michael du Burgo Egan became a priest of Mt. St, Mary’s College and 
succeeded Father Dubois as its President. He died at Marseilles, France, 
on 29th May, 1829, while returning from Rome. |See an account of him in 
THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, July, ’90.] Michael 
Connery did not. Father Dubois, President of Mt. St. Mary’s, in a letter 
to Mr. John Carrell, said, ‘‘Connery isa boy that gives no mark of the 
vocation for which his uncle, Bishop E gan, wished him educated.”’ 

The whereabouts of any of the books and manuscripts mentioned in 
the will of the Bishop is unknown. 

In what part of St. Mary’s graveyard the remains were deposited is 
not known, nor is there any evidence known to us to show that his grave 
had a memorial stone placed to mark it until, on February 5th, 1830, the 
‘Trustees resolved to ‘‘erect a vault to place therein the remains of the Bishop 
and other pastors.’’ 


Accordingly, the tomb back of the church close within the railings on 
the north side of the entrance to the burial ground—the elevated vault now 
there—was erected and the following inscription placed on it: 


THE VAULT 


BENEATH THIS TUMB WAS ERECTED BY 
THE CORPORATION OF ST. MARYS CHURCH FOR 
THE INTERMENT OF ITS PASTORS. : 
WITHIN IT ARE DEPOSITED THE REMAINS OF THE 
RIGHT REV. MICHAEL EGAN, 
FIRST ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF PHILADELPHIA WHO 
WAS APPOINTED PASTOR OF-THIS CHURUH, 
APRIL 12TH, 1803, CONSECRATED BISHOP, OCT. 281a,-i810, 
AND DIED JULY 22p. 1814, 
AGED 53 YEARS. 
The tomb stone also records that the remains of Rev. Dominick For- 
restal are interred therein, He died 1846. 
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DIVISICN XXV. 


FATHER DE BARTH’S REFUSAL OF VICAR GENERAL.—APPOINTED AD- 
MINISTRATOR BY ARCHBISHOP CARROLL.—DECLINES, BUT IS 
OBLIGED TO ACCEPT.—APPOINTED BISHOP.—REFUSES. —TRUS- 
TEES WANT REV. WM. V. HAROLD FOR BISHOP.—ROME RE- 
FUSES.-AKCHBISHOP CARROLL REBUKES INTERFERENCE 
OF THE IRISH BISHOPS, —PETITION TO THE POPE FROM 
8ST. MARY’S FOR FATHER HAROLD'S RESTORATION 
REV. WM. HOGAN.—RELIGION AND RUIN.— 

REMOVAL OF REMAINS OF BISHOP EGAN 
TO CATHEDRAL 8TS, PETER & PAUL, 


On July 27tb, 1814, Archbishop Carroll wrote the Trustees: 

‘After being informed of the death of your late venerable bishop, and 
believing that he had not previously made any provision for the govern- 
ment of his diocese, which could survive his own existence, I concluded 
that the temporary care of it would devolve on’ me, as the metropolitan 
and the nearest bishop; and had begun to employ my thoughts about the 
recommendation of a successor. But having examined more leisurely and 
deliberately the circumstances of the case, and the ordinances of the 
church, I find that no right is left with me to iuterfere in the government 
lately vested in Dr. Egan. He nominated, several days before his death, 
the Rev. Mr. Lewis Debarth, pastor of Conewago, for his vicar-general; 
and upon full examination by some of my reverend brethren, and learned 
professors of divinity here, as well as by myself, it is found to be expressly 
ordained, that when a bishop dies, in whose diocese there is neither a cathe- 
dral, chapter, nor a coadjutor appointed with a right of succession, the 
vicar-general not only may. but is commanded to exercise all the authority 
of the deceased till the Holy See appoint a new bishop. The vicar-general 
enters on this office immediately in virtue of the power of the Pope him- 
self, and he holds it dependly on the Pope alone. This is the provision 
made for the continuation of episcopal authority, during the vacancy of 
the bishopric of Philadelphia.”’ 


The First Bishop of Philadelphia being dead and interred, a relation of 
events immediately proceeding from his death may be of interest. 
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When ‘‘ai death’s door” the Bishop had appointed Rev. 1.. De Barth, 
of J.ancaster, his Vicar General. On being so notified Father De Barth 
wrote to the Archbishop saying: 

Most Rev. Archbishop: 

This day two weeks I received a letter from Rev. Mr. 
Rolof, informing me of our good Bishop being at Death’s Door, and of my 
being appointed Vicar General. In the presence of Rev. Mr, Brittand Mr. 
Dowling I declared my intention not to accept of it, and would have imme- 
diately acquainted your Grace of it had I not been in hopes of the Bishop’s 
recovery. This moment Rev. Mr. Maleve arrives here with the melancholy 
tidings of his Death. My determination is still the same, and I think it my 
duty to give you, most Rev. Archbishop, the earliest information of my non- 
acceptation of the appointment. 

Yeur grace is then to consider this Diocese as having no Vicar General. 
Sede vacante and act accordingly. 

Conewago, July the 24, 1814. |Archives Baltimore. ] 

The purport of Archbishop Carroll’s letter in reply may be understood 
from Father DeBarth’s answer. 

Letter Father De Barth to Archbishop Carroll. Endorsed: ‘‘Mr. De Barth 

(not dated), but written abt. the 30th July, 1814.” 

Most Rev. Archbishop: 

This moment 1 received, by Mr. Shenfelder, your grace’s 
two letters—I did not expect their contents to be of such a distressing 
nature—I had flattered myself that your grace, knowing my incapacity, 
would immediately nominate an administrator on being informed of my not 
accepting the appointment of Vicar General. I beg leave to make a few 
observations, and as it is with a confused mind and a broken heart, I beg 
your grace to read me with your usuai indulgence; it would be very hard 
for me to be obliged to take upon me a charge which my dying Bishop 
thought proper to impose upon me without knowing the reasons, I may 
have to decline it. The holy fathers did fly from such burdens, and your 
grace knowing my incapacity, compels me, poor fellow, to load myself with 
it. 


My reasons for not answering Mr. Rolof’s Letter was, because Ist. I 
considered it not an official nomination, but une Lettre d’ avis from a friend; 
2nd, had I answered it and the Bishop be still alive, [ would, may be, have 
been ordered peremptoriiy to come to Philadelphia at sight of the order. 
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Mr. Rolof expressly said that the Bishop would not live to the next day. 
What could my answer avail a Dead Man? 

I read with attention the extract of the Bull of Benedict the 14; it jus- 
tifies our Bishop in appointing a Vicar General and authorizes one to act, 
and the appointment if I accept, but does not compel me to accept of it; the 
case might be different had I exercised the functions during the Bishop’s 
life or accepted the nomination which, as Rev. Mr. Rolof’s Letter evinces, 
was not communicated to me in a legal and official manner. I see in none 
of the extracts an obligation to accept the charge in the present circum- 
stances, 

Your Grace threatens me with insisting on my submitting, in virtue of 
my promise in my ordination; this at once would oblige me res»rt to the 
Bishop who ordained me, and who never gave mean exeat or transferred 
me to any particular Bishop, but gave me a mere permission to go to the 
« West Indies, therefore, to go to Philadelphia, will be considered by me as 
an order to quit this my adoptive and dear country and return to my native 
diocese, notwithstanding the repugnance [ feel account of the unsettled 
state of France and many other reasons. 

I write upon my knees. Do not, Most Revd. Father, drive me into Des- 
pair, Death would not be so frightful to me as Philadelphia, where I would 
soon follow my Bishop. Order me to quit Conewago I will obey. I have 
quitted it many a time in my thoughts to quit it—where death or superior 
orders would summons me, but do not order me to go to Philadelphia; you 
know Most Revd. Archbishop I am not capable of the charge. I need not 
to enter into details, you know me better than I know myself; I have in- 
curred you displeasure once, I asked your pardon—you forgave me—and I 
assure you, your two letters have so affected me that you would have pity 


on me were you tu see my heart. I hope you will forgive me the part of 
this Letter. It is late and I fear che mail will close before it arrives in 
Hanover. 

I have the honor to be with greatest respect aud submission, (Philadel- 


phia excepted). 
Most Revd. Archbishop, 
Your Most Humble 
Servant, 
L. BARTH. 
But Archbishop Carroll was unmoved by the appeals of Father De 
Barth, ‘“‘and on July 29th’? he appointed Father De Barth Administrator of 


the Diocese of Philadelphia, ‘‘and to all the authority of the deceased 
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[Bishop] until the Holy See appointed a new Bishop.”’—| Minutes of Trus- 
tees. | 

Father De Barth did not attend a meeting of the Board of Trustees un- 
til Nov. 2d, 1814. He continued to be Administrator of the Diocese until 
the appointment of the Rt. Rev. Henry Conwell who, in December, 1820, 
arrived in Philadelphia much to the relief of Father De Barth. ‘Father 
De Barth was repeatedly urged to accept the mitre, and was favored by 
Archbishops Marechal and Cheverus; but knowing full well the many oner- 
ous duties and cares of a Bishop, he shrank from accepting the responsibil- 
ity and refused the honor, although the Bull of investiture, as it is stated, 
had already arrived in Philadelphia.”” The appointment was in 1818 re- 
(fused. Rev. J. A. Foin’s Rev. Louis Barth in Records Amerwan Catholic 
Historical Society, Vol. 11, p. 35.) 

On August 14th, 1814, the Trustees authorized the Treasurer tc pay all 
demands for expenses authorized by the Trustees for the ‘‘more decent in- 
terment of the Bishop.”’ 

On August 14th, 1814, the Trustees wrote Archbishop Carroll that his 
*‘denial of justice, and the subservency of the episcopal authority to the im- 
proper views of a few laymcn, would be as fatal to religion as it was in the 
days of Henry 8th and Elizabeth.” 

Archbishop replied on August 16th, and referred to the ‘tuncivil and 
unfounded insinuations.’’ ‘‘Correspondence should cease when it is no 
longer mutually respectful. His disapprobation of ‘‘ecelesiastical democ- 
racy’? meant the overbearing interference of the people in the appointment 
of pastors, for the Catholic Church will never admit the principles and 
practices of Presbyterianism” 

The Executors of Bishop Egan began suit against the corporation of St. 
Mary’s Church, no doubt, on account of unpaid salary claimed by the 
Bishop. 

On November 21st, 1815, the Trustees RESOLVED that a Committee 
be appointed to employ one or more proper attorneys to detend the suit now 
pending between the Trustees and tlie Executors of the last will and testa- 
ment of Right Rev. Michael Egan. All voted for it except Fathers De 

Barth and McGirr. 

Councellor Hopkinson was engaged. 

The suit was not settled until March 3rd. 1817, when the Treasurer 
was authorized ‘‘to pay Father De Barth $600, for the purpose of settling 
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with the executors of the estate of Bishop Egan, and for repairs to St. Jos- 
eph’s church.’ How much went to executors is not stated. 

Archhishop Carroll entered into correspondence with the other Bishops 
concerning the selection of a successor to Bishop Egan. 

Draft of the letter of Archbishop Carroll, Aug. 23, 1814. 

Right Rev. Sir: : 

‘The lamented death of our venerable Brother in God, the Right 
Rev. Michael Egan, Bishop of Philadelphia, on the 22d of July, has, with- 
out doubt, caused you to reflect with pain that an answer has not been re- 
ceived to our joint letter to His Holiness, written in consequence of our 
deliberation in Nov., 1810, concerning several points for the future govern- 
ment of our American Churches, and especially for filling up the vacancies 
which would certainly ensue in the Episcopal Sees. That of New York has 
been long vacant, and the same has lately happened to Philadelphia. You 
may remember and see by referring to our proceeding chapter 4, that we 
respectfully solicited the permission of the Holy See (provided it would per- 
mit the nomination to vacant Bishoprics to be made in the U. S.), to allow 
that nomination to proceed solely frou the Archbishop and Bishups of this 
ecclesiastical province. 

No answer having been received—nothing can be done authoritively in 
this matter. Yet the condition and distraction of the Church of Philadel- 
phia require immediate attention, With respect to New York it has trans- 
pired that His Holiness, whilst a Prisoner at Savona, soon after the death 
of Dr. Cuncannon, had ic in his consideration to appoint a successor, but it 
being uncertain whether the appointment was made, no stepshould betaken 
in that concern till we hear from Rome. 


The case is different at Philadelphia—for the reason alleged above, and 
tho’ no nomination can proceed from any person or persous in the U. S., yet 


I deem it advisable to consult you on the propriety of recommending one or 
more subjects to the Holy See, one of whom may be approved and appointed 
to succeed Dr. Egan. If such be your opiaion and that of-the other Bishops, 
I propose, moreover, to inform you whether in your opinion likewise, we 
may not proceed immediately on the business, transact it by letter on ac- 


count of our immease distance. The mode which appears to me the best 

suited to the present exigency is for the Bishop of Boston, the Administra- 

tor of the dioceses of New York, and Philadelphia, (for by a singular Provi- 

dence, Bishop Egan, shortly before his death, nominated Rev. Mr. De;Barth 
' 
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of Conewago to be his Vicar General, and consequently, by a Bull of Bene- 
dict XIV, 1758, made with reference to transmarine dioceses, the Vicar 
General becomes as a Capitular Vicar).’” 

[All in parenthesis struck out by Archbishop Carroll. ] 

**The Bishop of Kentucky,when Coadjutor Bishop of Gortyna, and my- 
self to join us in choosing one,two or three persons best esteemed by us, and 
send on their names, character, etc., to Rome wit cur respective recom- 
mendation. 

Before, however, our choice be completed, I must request your appro- 
bation for me to consult the most discreet and experienced of the clergy of 
Pennsylvania as to their opinions concerning the persons who will appear 
to us most worth and fit to govern the diocese with advantage and restore 
its peace. 

I am most respectfully Right Rev. Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant and Brother in Christ. 

Balto., Aug, 23, 1814. 

Bishop Neale wrote in reply to the Archbishop- 


Geo. T., Sept. 1st, 1814. 
RIGHT AND Most REvp. Sir: 

Your esteemed favor of the 23d ult, came to hand five days after date. 
The confused state of things here has delayed my answer till now. As to 
the two points on which you have requested my opinion, viz.: whether it be 
advisable to recommend one or more subjects to the Holy See, one of whom 
may be approved and appointed to succeed Dr. Egan in Pennsylvania, and, 


2d—whether it be not proper to proceed immediately on the business and 
transact it by ietter on account of our immense distance. 


I answer affirmatively to both, and I think that the disturbed and 
agitated state of the Church in Philadelphia loudly calls for an immediate 
dispatch in the business, as may possibly be. _ 

The mode of procedure proposed in your R’d’ces favor is, in my 
poor opinion, the best that can be adopted, because it will not only effect 
the business more speedily but also without tumult and bustle. Mr, Nesper 
being on his return to Europe, and being well disposed not only to take 
charge of our dispatch, but also to have them conveyed to their destination, 
affords us the most favourable opportunity of expediting the business. 
Whilst we enjoy so favourable an opportunity of approaching the Holy See 
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and settling Church matters in America, give me leave to suggest the pro- 
priety of applying to His Holiness to furnish us.with something in favor of 
the Society of Jesus, in America, which may extricate the Bishops from 
those difficulties which arise from the Ganganellian Brief. Perhaps we 
shall never meet with a better opportunity of effecting so desirable an 
object and I confide you will deem it obligatory to embrace it. 

You have no doubt been fully informed of the humiliated situation of 
the City of Washington. I need say nothing about it, asthe Federal Re- 
publican has given a temperate and just detail, not only of the destruction 
affected in the City, but also of the principal transactions that took place 
on the occasion. The British vessels are now lying at Alexandria, load- 
ing their craft with the spoils of the distressed inhabitants. Geo. Town 
is completely fortified against them and pyts them at defiance. Porter, 
Rogers, and Perry with their chosen band are fixt some distance below 
Alexandria, waiting for the enemies’ descent, Their situation is such as 
to «fford founded expectations of completely intercepting them. 

George Town has to be singularly grateful to God for His extraordi- 
nary protection. For during the enemies’ stay and rage in the City, not 
one of them entered Geo Town nor injured anything belonging to it. 
Deo infinatus gratias. All are well here. The Sisters present their 


profound respects. Be pleased to remember me kindly to the Rev. 
Messrs. Fenwick, Mertz, Marshall, Morinvillé, and the Gentlemen of the 
Seminary. Receive my sincerest wishes and believe me with all respect 


and esteem. 
Yr. Most Obt. H. Svt. and Br. in XT. 


LEOND. NEALE, Bishop of Grtna, 
Archbishop Carroll to Bishop Neale regarding successor to Bishop Egan. 
Balt., Sept. 27, 1814. 
Rieut Rey. Sir: 

After having received the concurrent views of those whom it was 
my duty to consult, excepting that of Bishop Fliaget not yet cetoom 
hand, I have now to consult you (privately) for your vote and nomina- 
tion of the two persons whom you prefer for the See of Philad., not con- 
ceiving ourselves confined in our choice to the Diocese of Philada. IT have 
the following persons principally in my views: The Revd. Messrs. David, 
Dubourg, Hurley, and Gallitzin. As to Mr. Dubourg I have some doubt of 
the propriety of his being offered by us to the consiaeration of His Holi- 
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ness, he being out of this ecclesiastical province and his present station 
being that of administrator of the Diocese of New Orleans immediately 
dependent on the Pope, tho he is quite disgusted with the situation which 
probably he would willingly exchange for the Bishop of Philada., and which 
he would adorn by his talents and virtues. But there appears to me much 
more constancy and perhaps more prudence and more useful talents in Mr. 
David. There is in the opinion of alla great fund of capacity in Mr. 
Hurley, but some contend that his outward demeanor requires to be 
matured by the lapse of a few more years and that his impetuosity is rather 
too vehement and uncircumspect. Of Mr. Gallitzin, for many years, I know 


but little, the load of debt which he has contracted and the uneas‘nes, 
thereby produced is a serious objection. To give every information in my 


power it is proper to add that Mr. Barth, now Vicar Gen’l of the Dioceses 
has been mentioned by some asa fit person. He is certainly so in some 
respects, and in particular his firmness of mind is qualified to withstand a 
turbulent party at Philada.; but his temper is very warm; his passions sudden 
and fearless; theological knowledge too limited for the contemplated station 
without a hope of improving it, for he has been long unable to bear study 
reading, and very little writing, at least in his account of himself, One of the 
Pennsylvania clergymen is desirous of including the Rev. Ben. Fenwick in 
he nomination fur Philada., and tho I am sensible of the impropriety, it 
not the improbability of removing him from New York, yet to make you 
as knowing as myself it is proper to mention him to you. 

The other half of this sheet may be torn off for your private keeping if 
you think it necessary. I can by no means agree to the proposal of placing 
Mr. McGuire at Montgomery court house and moving Mr. Raymond 
to St. Thomas’. The latter bas just made himself acquainted with his pres- 
ent congregation, settled himself amongst them, and with my concurrence 
agreed with Mr. Malave in the extent of relief he will be able to afford 
him. To undo all these proceedings immediately is to trifle with the 
Pastor and the people. I therefore cannot entertain any thought of acced- 
ing to the proposal which has been since renewed by Mr, Grassi. If Mr. 
McGuire will not suit any.place below (I doubt that he will not) I am not 
found to provide for him, his obligations to those who have acted liberally, 
and charitably towards him places all the debt on his side, 

Did you ever communicate to your Br. Francis the contents of mine to 
you concerning Deer Creek and Philada. affairs. For to the best of my 
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memory, during his long absence in S. Mary’s County, whatever was not 
communicated to himself was transmitted to you to be referred to him. 

I beg you to return my cordial thanks to the good ladies for 
their prayers and I am sorry you did not mention the arrival of Kitty 
Murray the lay-sister, I hope that the good Sister Gonzaga continues 
well. 

I am Respec’y 
R. R. Sir. 
Yr. m. ob. svt. and Br. 
in Xt. 
J. C, 
Endorsed, M. R. Carroll to Bishop Neale, Sept. 27, 1814. 


Draft of Letter of Bishop Carroll to other Bishops concerning Vacancy in 
Philadelphia Diocese. 


Rieut Rev. Sir: 
The right Rev. Bishops and Rey. Gentlemen, who have been consulted 


about providing for the vacant Diocese of Philadelphia, conceive it to be 
their duty to look for the fittest subject and most likely to promote the 


glory of God, and the benefits of true religion, not only amongst the 
clergy of the vacant Diocese but likewise of other Dioceses, with a view 
of exhibiting their names and qualifications to His Holiness the Pope, 


The following persons have been mentioned hitherto of whom some one is 
most likely to meet the approbation of all concerned in the appointment to 


be made at Rome. 


They are Messrs. David, of the Diocese of Bardstown, and Dubourg, 
administrator of the Diocese of Louisiana. The first of these is nomina. 


ted by all consulted, and the second by Messrs. Gallitzin and Hurly, of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. The only objection to Mr. David is the difficulty 
of removing him from the good Bishop of Bardstown. He is eminent in 


prudence, constancy, ecclesiastical learning, piety, zeal for instruction. 
The talents of Mr. Dubourg are generally known, but it may be doubted 
whether it is proper to nominate him, who is out of this ecclesiastical 
province, and in an independent station, as administrator of the Bishopric 
of New Orleans, dependant immediately of the Holy See. You should 
know however that Mr. Dubourg is much dissatisfied with his situation, 
and probably would be glad to exchange it with the Bishop of 
Philadelphia. 
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The Rev. Mr. Gallitzin hasfor many yéars lived so far distant that I 
cannot speak with confidence of his present dispositions. He has made 
sacrifices of worldly rank and performed actions of disinterested zeal ; his 
literary and I presume his Theological requirements are cousiderable. But 
a strong objection to his preferment is a great load of debt, incurred rashly 
though for excellent and charitable purposes. 

The Rev. Mr, Hurly has uncommoa talents which, with more leisure. 
for improvement of them, will enable him to acquire eminence in science 
He might now be a useful prelate, but in the opinion of some will be more 
unexceptional at a more advanced period of life.”’ 

While the prelates of the Church were counseling and recommending 
droper candidates to the Holy See, as successor of Bishop Egan, the 
Haroldites were not inactive. It has been stated that the ambition of Rev. 
Wm. V. Harold, and the cause of his discontent with Bishop Egan, was 
that he desired to be named as Coadjutor with right to succession, but 
that Bishop Egan would not consent to so nominate. 

After the death of the Bishop, however, the adherents of Father 
Harold began a vigorous wovement to have him nominated as Bishop. 
The influence of some of the prelates in Ireland was brought to the aid of 


the Holy See in determining the selection of a Bishop in the United 


States. 

Archbishop Carroll rebukes this attempt by writing an Irish Bishop 
{probably Troy of Dublin). I copy from original draft in archives of 
Baltimore. : 

‘“The manner in which Messrs. Harold and Ryan left this country 
indisposed my R. R. B. anid myself from making any mention of the former 
in our presentations for the appointment of a successor to Dr. Egan. But 
I am sure that I have not, nor | believe any one of my Br. Bps, has yet 
made any objection to Mr. H., though now it may be made after recourse 
has been made to secure his nomination through an irregular agency. 
Would it not be resented as a very improper interference if we, the Bps. in 
the U. 8 , should presume to suggest to the Holy See the persons to be ap- 
pointed to fill the vacant Sees of Ireland.”’ 

But the death of Bishop Egan did not bring peace to St. Mary’s. He 


had, a few days before his death, appointed Rev. Lewis De Barth, pastor of 
Conewago, his Vicar General. The Trustees, perhaps before the body of 
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the Bishop had been interred, objected to this as appears from a letter of 
Archbishop Carroll, dated July both, 1814, only a week after the burial of 
the Bishop. The appointment of Father De Barth as Vicar General gave 
him ‘‘all the authority of the deceased till the Holy See appointed a new 
Bishop.’? He wrote he would urge Father De Barth ‘‘ to make every effort 
iu his power to heal the wounds which dissensions had made in the congre- 
gation of St. Mary’s.”? The Trustees then moved for the recall of Rev. 
William V. Harold to be pastor, and to secure his appointment as Bishop. 
Archbishops Neale and Marechal were, as each succeeded to the Arch- 
bishopric of Baltimore, petitioned to call Father Harold to be pastor of St. 
Mary’s or endorse him for appointment as Bishop. ; 

After meeting with nv success by appeals to Archbishops Carroll and 
Neale, who declined exercising any authority in the Diocese of Philadel- 
phia, when Archbishop Marechal succeeded these Prelates, the Trustees 
**at this new crisis of the Catholic Church here by the accession of snew 
head’? resolved to petition Archbishop Marechal to have ‘‘Rev. William V. 
Harold restored to his flock.”’ 

The petition was in the following words :— 

To the Most Rev. Dr. Marechal, Archbishop of the United States of 

America: 

Most REv. SIR: 

As the visible head of the Catholic Church here we the Trustees of the 
Church of St. Mary’s congregation as their representative, humbly beg 
leave to lay before you Most Rev. Sir, our prayers and desires: We have 
been blest with a pastor in whom the great body of our congregation had 
placed their affection—the late Rev. William V. Harold, of whose presence 
they were bereft in consequence of an unfortunate misunderstanding having 
taken place between him and those in power. On your accession here to 
the head of the Caourch we deem it incumbent on us, consistent with our 
duty to the congregation, to implore you, Most Rev. Sir, to make use of 
your influence to have the Rev. William V. Harold once more restored to 
the congregation of St. Mary’s. : 

These prayers have been humbly pressed on your predecessor but with- 
out effect, hence we are necessitated to embrace the occasion of this new 
era of our Church under your auspices, and should you be instrumental in 

obtaining our object we shail as in duty bound ever pray. 
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Phila. January 8th, 1818. Signed by order 
JAMES GARTLAND. 

Fathers De Barth and McGirr voted against this. 

Archbishop Marechal replied on Jan. 30th, 1818, saying: ‘* « ou suppose 
in your letter that I have some authority in the Diocese of Philadelphia, 
This is certainly a mistake. My jurisdiction does not extend beyond the 
limits of my own Diocese. Nay, I may tell you that even when I shall 
have received the Metropolitan power I expect, still I will have nothing to 
do with the nomination of pastors in the Diocese of my suffragan brethern, 
This weighty office exclusively belongs to the Bishop of each Diocese or to 
the admininstator of it pro tempore, in case the See be vacant. To nomi- 
nate a pastor in Philadelphia, or what comes nearly to the same, to invite 
any clergyman to go into that city and exercise in it the holy ministry 
would be on my part an arbitrary assumption of authority, and would 
expose me to certain animadversion of the ecclesiastical law. 

Be not therefore offended gentleman if according to your request I do 
not make use of the influence annexed to my office, in order to determine 
the gentlemen mentioned in your letter to comeon to Philadelphia and 
reside in it.’’ 

March 19, 1818, congregation meets and appoint John Maitland, John 
Harper, Timothy Desmond, Felix McGuigan, Bernard O’Donnell a com- 
mittee to wait-on Trustees to ask that a meeting of congregation he called 
to petition for the return of Father Harold. 

April 6th, 1818, congregation meets and resolves: That it is the con- 
viction of this meeting that the people of this congregation, during the 
space of six years, have never ceased to deplore their loss and privation by 
the retirement of their former beloved pastor—the Rev. Wm. V. Harold, 
which loss they have never ceased to express and deplore individually and 
collectively through themselves and their representatives, the Board of 
Trustees. : 

Resolved, that the distinguished talents and religious deportment of the 
Rev. Wm. Harold being -impressed on our minds, and which is still fresh 
in our memory so that they never can be effaced, it is our solemn con- 
viction therefore that no greater happiness can be attached to the congre- 
gation than his return to its care and direction. 

Resolved, that as all applications to the Church authorities in this 
country for obtaining the restoration of our late pastor, Rev. Wm. V. Har- 
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old, has been in vain, the Trustees are requested to make direct applica- 
tion to the Sovereign Pontiff for obtaining that object. 
JOHN P. HARPER, Sécretary. 

Petition to Holy See forwarded 1818. 

The following extracts from the diary of Bishop John Connelly, of New 
York, tells of steps taken to have the vacancy in the See of Philadelphia 
filled :— 

** October 23d, 1817. Answered Mons, Marechal’s letter of 18th inst., 
informing me that he and Mons. Cheverus are for Mr. De Barth being made 
Bishop of Philadelphia, informing him that as none of the actual prelates 
of this province consulted me in this business since the Pope’s acceptance 
of his (Mons. Marechal’s) renunciation of that diocese, I commissioned my 
agent at Rome to mention to Cardinal Litta the name of the person whom 
I think most worthy of that vacant See, and that as I cannot now contra- 
dict what I wrote then to suid Cardinal I shall write him again on this sub- 
ject by the first vessel that shall sail hence to Europe.’’ (Brief Sketch of 
Church by Bishop Bayley p. 70). 

That Bishop Connelly favored Father Harold appears also, for in No- 

vember, 1818, he wrote Cardinal Litta ‘‘to confer the See of Philadelphia 
on Rev. William V, Harold, since Mr, De Barth has declared publicly that 
he wili not accept unless forced to do so.’’ (ibid. p. 73.) 
. Finally Propaganda replied on Nov. 20th, 1820, that Father Harold 
‘did not possess those qualities which are necessary for a Bishop and 
therefore on account of Religion he should not be promoted to that 
dignity.”’ 

The relation of the-events of the period from the death of Bishop 
Egan to the appointment of Rt. Rev. Henry Conwell as his successor 
are within the scope of this contribution to Catholic American History, 
as showing the actions of those with whom he had to deal the last two 
years of his life, and who, after his death, perished in advocacy of the 
priest who embittered the life of the first Bishop of Philadelphia and 
marks him as the cause of the ruin of many, and of the loss of untold 
numbers to the Church. 

On the 2d of December, 1820, the Right Rev. Henry Conwell arrived 
in this city, invested with the authority of Bishop of the Diocese. Rev. 
William Hogan was then pastor of St. Mary’s. On the next day the 
Rev. William Hogan‘preached a sermon in St. Mary’s Church, in which he 
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made a very severe and acrimonious attack on the qrandom Vicar General 
then sitting before the altar. [Address to Rt. Rev., the Bishop of Phila. 
delphia, the Catholic Clergy of Philadelphia and the Congregation of St. 
Mary’s in this City. By a Catholic Layman. (Mathew Carey) 1822, ] 

On December 12th Bishop Conwell suspended Father Hogan. ‘‘ Then 
the trouble began.’? Father Harold returned to Philadelphia on invitation 
of Bishop Conweli, and for years the CONWELL-HOGAN-HAROLD schism 
raged and ruined souls. Pride, in the name of Religion and Christ’s 
Church, wrought devastation among its children so mighty that the Great 
Judgment Day alone will reveal the ruin, and the lost souls launch curses 
upon the wreckers of Faith and the despoilers of the fair robe of the 
Church. 

In the tomb at St, Mary’s reposed the mortal remains of Bishop Egan. 
until March I6, 1869, when they were removed to the vault under the sanc- 
tuary of the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul. 

The following circular letter of Bishop Wood was issued on the 
occasion, 


Philadelphia, March 10th, 1869. 


Rev. DEAR Sir: 

A Solemn Pontifical Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday, the 16th of 
March, at 10 o’clock, A. M, on the occasion of the removal of the remains 
of Rt. Rev. Cornelius Egan, first Bishop of Philadelphia, and Rt. Rev. 
Henry Conwelse conld, Bishop of Philadelphia, to the Vaults under the 
Cathedral Sanctuary. f 

You are respectfully invited to attend, with Cassock, Cap and 
Surplice. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
In Christ, 
JamEs F, Woop, 
Bishop of Philadelphia. 

The name of the first Bishop of Philadelphia is given as ‘‘ Cornelius, ”’ 
It is a singular fact that in the pamphlet issued in Baltimore, by Dornin, on 
the occasion of the consecration of the three Bishops that bis nam: is given 
as ** John,” 

So historical documents assign three names—‘* Michael,” ‘* John,’ and 
** Cornelius ” to the first Bishop of Philadelphia, and even Dr. Shea names 
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him ‘* Patrick,”’ 

May he rest in peace. 

REMOVAL OF REMAINS OF BISHOPS EGAN AND CONWELL, 

On Tuesday, March 16th, 1869, the remains of Bishops Egan and Con- 
well were removed to the Cathedral; that of the former from St. Mary’s 
Burial Ground, in the rear of the Church, the latter from St. Joseph’s, or 
**Bishop’s’? Burial Ground, Passyunk Avenue and Washington Street. 

At the Cathedral a Mass of Requiem was celebrated by Rt. Rev. James 
F. Wood, D. D,, Bishop of Philadelphia; Assistant Priest, Rev. C. J. H. 
Carter ; Very Rev. P. A. Nugent and Very Rev. M. A. Walsh, V. G.:, Dea- 
cons of Honor; Rev. P. R. O’ Reilly, Deacon ; Rev. P. M. Carbon, Sub-dea- 
con; Rev. A. J. McConomy and Rev. Thomas Mullen, Masters of 
Ceremonies. 

Among those present were: Rt, Rev. P. N. Lynch, D. D., Bishop of 
Charleston, 8. C., Rt. Rev. Wm O’Hara, D. D. Bishop of Scranton, Pa., 
Rt. Rev. J. F. Shanahan. D. D., Bishop of Harrisburg. 

The pall bearers of the remains of Bishop Egan were: Rev. Mark 
Crane, O. 8S. A., Rev. John F. Prendergast, Rev. Hugh Lane, Rev. J. J. 
Heyden, V. C. M. 


The remains of Bishops Egan and Conwell were deposited in the vault 


under the sanctuary floor. It is subdivided into 48 crypts. 
The inscription on the vault containing the remains of Bishop 


Egan is: 
MICHAEL EGAN, 0O.S. F. 


PRIMINUS EPISCOPUS. 
PHILADELPHIENSIS. 
SACRATUS. 
DID XXVIII OCT. A. D. MDCCCX OBIT A. D. MDCCCXIV, 

The sermon on the occasion was delivered by Rt. Rev. P. N. Lynch, 
D. D., Bishop of Charleston, 8S. C. 

He spoke of Bishop Egan as follows: ‘* Bishop Egan was consecrated 
in Baltimore by the venerable Bishop Carroll, assisted by his coadjutor Rt. 
Rev. Leonard Neale, and in his turn assisted at the consecration of the 
other Bishops. 

The years of the Episcopacy of Bishop Egan were few and for him full 
of sorrow. 

The irreligious revolution in Europe had rooted up many long estab- 
lished customs in the management of ecclesiastical affairs and the Church 
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seemed again going back to her modes of procedure in the early days of 
persecution. But men’s minds were troubled. These modes and principles 
on which they stood some did not clearly know or understand. Others 
thought that in this land of liberty these established customs should be 
maintained with such modifications as the special circumstances of this 
country required ; and they often went astray in conceiving what modifica- 
tions were allowable or consistent with the principles which must always 
guide the Church. Iam here speaking of the good, of those who loved 
their religion and whose learning was at fault, or whose judgment went 
astray. Others brought personal feelings of pride or prejudice or passion to 
envenom the difficulty. Of them I do not speak. Bishop Carroll twelve years 
before had to meet and struggle against these evils, Scarcely had Bishop 
Egan taken his Episcopal Chair when they again sprang up. On him they 
had a deep effect. He had never possessed a strong constitution, The 
years he had spent in the arduous duties of the priestly ministry had told 
on him. Of a singularly quiet and amicable character, a lover of peace and 
harmony, never so happy as when he saw all happy around him and felt that 
he contributed to it; at an age, too, when with his broken health tran- 
quility was dearer than ever. There must have been a terrible struggle 
within him as he found himself, by his most solemn duty to God and the 
Church, to withstand the ill-judged or ill-advised pretensions and the at- 
tempts to wrest from his hands the reins of ecclesiastical government. He 
suffered in mind and body but he yielded not ; meek and uncomplaining he 
pursued the line of duty, hoping, striving, by his patience and mildness to 
disarm opposition and to lead all back to duty. and charity. 

When after three years and a half, he felt that death was at hand he 
welcomed it with resignation, I might say with joy. On the 22d of July, 
1814, he calmly and piously slept in the Lord. Before death he asked that 
his funeral might be simple, as indeed the troubled time of war required, 
and that no monument should be raised over his tomb. In earlier youth 
he had quitted the world—in it he was not of it—he craved not to be re- 
membered by it. His funeral took place the next day, necessarily without 
that fullness of funeral rites which the Church accords to her Bishops. To- 
day we render them. 

Very Rev. Louis De Barth, the friend and, for years the companion of 
Bishop Egan was appointed administrator. ‘There was much difficulty and 
much delay in filling the vacant See. 

Rev. Ambrose Marechal, afterwards Archbishop of Baltimore, de- 
clined. Dr. De Barth was named and declined. Rev. John B, Davis, after- 
wards Coadjutor Bishop of Bardstown, in Kentucky, was named and he 
declined. Then Dr. De Barth was again urged, was appointed—the Bulls 
of his consecration were received, but he sent them back and positively 
refused. It seemed that no clergyman on this side of the Atlantic, whom 
the prelates deemed fully qualified for the position, was willing to 
occupy it. So six years passed. Under these circumstances the Holy 
See looked elsewhere and chose the Very Rev. Henry Conwell, Parish 
Priest of Dungannon and Vicar General of Armagh.” 


So cLosEs THE History or BisHorp EGAN. 


MARTIN LI. J. GRIFFIN. 








